1. (EU) EU/MARITIME REGIONS: Proposals by Presidents of Regions and Danuta Hübner to bring Europe out of crisis 

Brussels, 07/12/2009 (Agence Europe) - What action must be carried out in response to the global financial, economic and social crisis, which is going hand-in-hand with a climate crisis? To take stock of this issue, the 160 member regions of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions (CPMR) met in Marseille on 27 November, by invitation of Michel Vauzelle, the president of the Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur region (EUROPE 10028). All of the residents who attended said that they had been hit by the crisis and anticipate that in 2010-2011, its effects will largely impact on the finances of the regions, according to a press release issued by the CPMR. Furthermore, with the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty on 1 December, affirming the principle of territorial cohesion, the CPMR finds it contradictory that the Commission has not interpreted this principle in the various European policies. The CPMR reiterated its concern at the "European Commission's Draft Communication on the future of the EU budget" and expressed its unease to President Barroso for failing to mention the regional authorities in his upcoming five-year programme (EUROPE 10008). Lastly, the member regions agreed on the need to set in place a multi-level response to fight the asymmetric shocks arising from Europe's insertion into a globalised world.

Why are we still talking about the crisis, asked Michel Vauzelle in his opening speech. It must be noted that "the banks are beginning to make profits again and are resuming their old habits of distributing colossal bonuses to those who are interested in profits but are oddly no longer involved when it comes to losses", explained President Vauzelle, regretting the fact that "no lessons have been learnt, no deep-seated change has occurred (...). We don't hear anything about overhauling capitalism any more". He went on to stress that all of the regions have taken emergency measures, particularly to help SMEs with access to credit. "By fostering relations between business, research and training and consolidating cluster initiatives, we have sought to highlight the value of human resources in territories, promote innovation and think about a solidarity-based economy", he said, adding that "recovery is suffering from a lack of coordination with national policies, in most countries at least, and with EU policy".

The president of the "regional development" committee of the European Parliament, Danuta Hübner, stressed - as she did on Monday 7 December over a working breakfast with a small group of journalists in Brussels - "the importance of establishing a well-structured crisis recovery strategy, laying emphasis on growth which is sustainable over the longer term, on education, research and innovation, energy efficiency and advanced renewable energy industries, rather than simply by plugging production gaps generated by the crisis". As regards cohesion policy, Ms Hübner pointed out that the new treaty "unambiguously announces that a well-balanced and harmonised development of the Union is the objective of the cohesion policy". Another thing Danuta Hübner believes makes sense is that the regional level must be central to this policy. "Regional policy, therefore, is neither an economic cycle policy nor a policy of revenue. It is a structural policy which works in favour of the sustainable regional development of all of the regions". Later on Monday, Danuta Hübner stressed the "obvious" importance of the regional level for businesses and regretted the fact that "Europe seems unaware of this fact". "The challenge is to do everything in our power to ensure that the regional level is clearly involved in the policies of climate, investment and energy efficiency", she added. She believes that "the regions must also be more proactive in the areas of climate change, energy, sustainable urban transport and housing", dossiers which are also relevant to the Parliamentary committee she chairs. In response to those who raise the link between cohesion policy and Lisbon Strategy, Danuta Hübner reaffirms that "75% of the objectives of the cohesion policy are Lisbon objectives!" She told journalists that "partnership is essential to European democracy, because it brings the citizens closer, thus allowing them to make their contribution to the policies in question, by means of regional associations, academics, NGOs, etc".
Claudio Martini¸ the president of the region of Tuscany and of the CPMR, reiterated his proposed "Territorial Pact", a political agreement between the European Commission and all of the regions. Under this agreement, regions will undertake to contribute, within the scope of their competence, to the strategic objectives of the EU to be contained within the EU 2020 strategy. However, President Martini added: "The Commission should begin sharing out responsibilities as regards coordination of the EU strategy and the decision-making process, since these fail to reflect the territorial dimension at all at present. With a Territorial Pact, this dimension would have to be taken into account". (G.B./transl.fl)
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